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Akron, ()., Nov. 30tb, 1855. 

Kev. Nath'l p. Bailey: 

Dkau Sir: — 

We tlie undersigned, belioviiiL: 
ilio discourse delivered by you in the Stone Cbureb iu Akron, 
on tiio 22nd inst., to bo worthy of the great and good cause in 
which you and we have manifested much interest, and in which 
the Christian and Patriot everywhere sliould certainly synipa- 
i.hize ; and also believing' that its general circulation might dn 
jnuch in correcting, elevating and strengthening public senti- 
ment in opposition to Shivery and its attendant evils, respectfully 
and earnestly request you to furnish us with a copy of said dis- 
<'<)urso for publication. 

NATU'L W. CiOOnnilK, A. IHBBARn, C 15. KEUXAUU. 

A. I). LIORV, J. M. HALE, J. L. ROHKRTSON. 

J, 1'. SOUTHWORTII, V. MiNAUOUTON, S. A. LANF,, 

\. I). TIBBALS, I). C. CARR, J. TKESDALK, 

R. F. GIBSON'. 



Akron, 0., Dec. 13t]i, 1855. 
Messrs. N. W, Goomiri:, A. D. LrcEv, and others: 

Gentlemen : — 1 

have received your communicallon of the 30th ult., requcstinir 
for publication a copy of my discourse, delivered on Thanks*xiv- 
iiig day, Nov. 22cl. The hasty manner in which that discourse 
was prepared, and its manifest impcrfcctness of discussion and ex- 
pression, plead most vigorously in opposition to your re(]H'^s:. 
Y'et, confiding in your judgment, that its publication may, in 
soiuo humblo mcavsure serve furtlnir the cause of truth ai: 1 li'^ 
jnjiuity, I place it at your disposal. 

Yours truly, 

N. P. BAILKY 



DISCOURSE. 



I CnnoNiCLES; 12: 82.— "Which were men that had understanding of the iltnos, 
to know what Israel ought to do." 

By appointment of our State aiitliorities we spend this day in 
expressions of thankfulness to Almighty God for the blessings 
He lias given us the past year. These causes for thanksgiving 
arc as numerous and varied as the good bestowed and the evils 
averted from us, as individuals, as families, as a community, ns a 
iState, and as a Nation. 

Among these blessings may be designated the preservation of 
cursclves and of so many of the objects of our affection — the 
groat abundance of all those things which are good for food, and 
pleasant to the eyes^ and that minister so gratefully to all onr 
I'liysical necessities — our exemption from intcrnnl r.iul external 
^var — the deliverance of our own community and ^tido in partic- 
ular, and of so large a portion of our wli.)!'.' coujilry, from th<' 
noisome pestilence, which walkelh in dark-'css, .-uid wastelh at 
noonday — the continuance of our Stnle and ?\ali'>i!Ml indopon- 
flence, and of all our (MiiicaLionril, niui-al and r(^liii'ious j)rivilogeF. 
hi these things wo liavo enougli to awaken our pro}'- luudcst grati- 
tude, and to call forth our liveliest expressions of tliankfulnesj; to 
tlic (liver of such unmeriled bLv-sino's . How ap]>i o|;viaie then 
1-^ 1 he observance of such a dav as this, in whi':h wo niav cdl 
ui"Wi our souks and alltiiat i- wiihin us, {u b!es.s the Lord f.'r .-ill 
lii'^ kindness. 

Ibit while we ar*-} thus surruun-led with causes of thankfuiniS'." 
' •'■re ],s also in our limes much to awaken sulicitud<i and fear, 
hy failing to understand the times, and (o do our duty, and 
••'ir whole duty, at the right time, and in the right manner, our 
iiianksgiving be turned into mourning, and our exultation into 
'''Uj.er sclf-coudenmation . 
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There can be but few among us who have so little understaiul- 
ing of the timca, as not to bo aware that there is abroad in our 
land, a principle, a power, a force, more ubiquitous, annoyin;' 
and loathsome than the frogs of Egyjit — more destructive to ev- 
ery plant and shrub of industry, intelligence, virtue, religion an<l 
freedom, than were the united plagues of the locusts and hail to 
tlie fields of Pharaoh, and which, unless sj)eedily met and totally 
vanquished and exterminated from all our borders,will soon prove 
the Angel of Death to this lirst-born of Christian Republics. To 
prevent such a catastrophe, we, the people, must have under- 
standing of the times, and k7iow what we ought to do . It is not 
sufficient that we have a viiguc idea of a something that may ho 
done, but our understanding should be clear and definite; it 
should coincide with the truth, it should teach us what is right, 
and therefore what ought to be done by us. Such were the men 
rofered to in the text: Of the children of Issachar, which were 
men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred, and all their 
brethren were at their commandment." 

This scraj) of history carries us back to the turning point of 
an important political crisis among the Jews. The question, who 
should be king over all Israel ? ^Vhether David or jsumo descon- 
dant of Saul, was about receiving its final answer. This had 
been a dilHoult question for them to determine. It had shaken 
Uio nation to its centre. For a time it produced alienation.s, 
utrifes and open wars among the tribes, and it seemed us though 
they would separate and become pcr]>etual enemies to each other. 
Bui at length the storm blew over and all were united mora 
barmouiously and firndy than ever. But how was this accom- 
plished ? Not by conq)romi8es between right and wrong. Not 
by David and the lesser party yielding the contest to Ishbasheth 
and the more numerous party. David had been anointed king 
over Israel, by the direction of the Lord. Hence the throne , 
wai bis by right of Divine appointment. On this right he took • 
\m poftitioD, and there he remained immovable. By degrees tbt 
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lejiding' men in tho vseveral tribes admitted bis right jind felt 
that all Israel ovght thcroforo to submit to liim; and at tho end 
4 seven and a half years from the death of Saul, this was fully 
nocoiiiplisheJ, by the men of understanding l)ringing their several 
tribes over to the standard of David, wliich wns the standard of 
truth and right, so far as their political duties were then con- 
cerned. 

After what I have now said, you readily perceive that my in- 
tention is to consider tlio spirit of Slavery so far as to enable us 
to detenninc oiu* duty in respect to it. 

hi accoinplishitjg this object I shall have to do with facts, and 
nut with theories. Tiic spirit of slavery shall bo fairly determ- 
ined by its fruits. Nor are these fruits few or of a doubtful 
character. They foi ni a large part of the liistory of our Repulv- 
iic, and tho laiiguago of condeii) nat ion, which they speak, may 
^ve^l make tlu; ^toute.^t heart quake with fear, lest we become 
food for the ret.ribtinve justice of a righteous God. The drown- 
ing of tlie old world ; tho biu-ning of So<.loin and Gomorrah, the 
overthrow and utter dcv^tructioa of all the renowned governments 
of antiquity teach us that there is a point beyond which even 
national wickedness may not pass without incurring the aveng- 
Hiji; wrath of Him whose kingdom ruleth over all. That wc 
l;avo not already reached this fearful point we owe no thanks to 
'he spirit of Slavery. For it is analytically and synthetically 
Abstractly and concretely hostile to .nil and every element of 
freedom. But that I may not so much as seem to offend against 
the truth, or give too black a character even to that wdu'ch is "the- 
'nni (,f all villainies," w^e will trace its course of aggression from., 
^he comniencetjumt of our government to the present time; and 

these foot-prints of slavery, deepening in their crimson hue as 
^0 proceed, enough will be found if I mistake not, to justify the 
•everest things that have ever been spoken against it . 

Transporting ourselves back to the birth-day of ournationair 
^'eedoni, we find that the very first step, thereafter taken by sla- 
^as planted amid the ruins of tho rising hopes and joye of 



0 



.'I large portion of tJio iiiliabilants of those new born States. For 
(^ven then it persisted in its cour.-^o of deprivingmen of their dear- 
<'«t rights, and justiH(»d itself by jtractically denying the self- 
»».vident truths of our Declaration, to which it had given a verbal 
assent. 

For example. We liold these truths to be self-evident that 
(dl men are created equal; that, thoy are en<lo\ved by their Cre- 
ator with certain unMlionjd)le mrhts; that amorg these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that whenever awy form 
of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right 
of the people to altar or abolish it; that \^hen a long train of 
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotis7n, it is 
(heir rl(/k(j it is their duty to Tuaow off such government." 

Now hero are five self-evident truths uttered by our Dcolani- 
tion ; truths ;q)piiv';iblo to all men, of all colors, in all parts of tlin 
wurld, and undi^r any and every form of government. Yet every 
one of th(ise truths is llatly denied and trampled upon by the 
spirit of Slavery. It does not admit that all men are created 
equal or that all are endowed by their Creator with certain una- 
lienable rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. On the contrary, it to-day takes three millions of 
our own countrymen, denies them any measure of equality, 
deprives them of every one of these God-given rights, refuses 
kheir claim to the least shadow of manhood, and reduces them to 
the condition of brute beasts. Nor does it admit the right of 
the people to alter, abolish or even " to throw off" any form of 
government when it becomes destructive of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. On the contrary it uses all its power and 
malignity to prevent its victims from escaping its grasp. If in 
the exercise of his "right" and *'duty," a slave attempts "to 
throw off" the government of his oppressor by quietly fleeing 
from him, he is pursued with hound and gun, and if he is found 
.ou slave territory, and refuses to return to his bondage of "abso- 
iut« despotism," ho is shot down with as littlo c mpunction a« 



7 



if he had been a wild beast. To prevent their escape, slavery 
justifies the most cruel punishments, adopts oppressive police 
regulations, passes fugitive slave bills, and endeavors to convert 
the people of the free States into slave catchers. The same per- 
sisteut spirit of wrong doing and oppression which our Declara- 
tion brings as so serious a charge against the government of 
England, is a thousand fold more applicable to the government* 
of slavery found in this union. Every self-evident reason which 
our ftuhers assigned as a justification for their "throwing off" 
the govenmient of England, is in full force now to justify the 
slave in throwing off the yoke of his oppressor by immediat<»- 
flight. And yet he is denied this right. 

Starting with this practical denial of salf-evidcnt truths, we 
arc not surprised to find it in the next step, trampling upon th<- 
Constitution of the United States to which it plighted its faith 
and adhesion. 

That document says (Art. 4., Sec. 2.) ^*The citizens of ejich 
State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens 
in the several States. But in respect to colored people this 
plain constitutional provision is violated by Slavery. No matter 
how many, or how worthy colored citizens, Ohio may have, not 
one of them can enter South Carolina and enjoy the benefits of 
iliis provision of the Constitution. For that State has a law-.. 
})rohibiting under severe penalties, the entrance into the State ot 
any free negro or person of color, on board any vessel, as mari- 
ner, steward, or in any capacity whatever. And there are sim- 
ilar laws in the other Slave States. They all deprive the free 
colored citizen of his constitutional rights. And so determined 
arc they in continuing this great wrong, that when a sister-State 
«ends one of her most worthy white citizens to test the validity 
of such a law, by an appeal to the courts, he is mobbed by the 
mock chivalry of Slavery, and driven from the State. 

Again: The Constitution says (Art. 1., Sec. 9.) "The migra- 
tion or importation of such persons as any of the States now ex- 
J^tiiig shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by Con- 
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gro8» prior to ihe year one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
but a tax or duty may bo imposed on such importation, not ex- 
ceeding ten doHars for each person." 

Hero is the Constitutional power clearly acknowledged by vir- 
tue of which Congress was to prevent the further extension of 
Slavery, and ensure its final termination in all the States. This 
Bcotion recognizes the power of Congress to prohibit the impor- 
tation of Slaves into any of the States or Territories; to prohibit 
tiio migration of Slaves from one slave State to another, or from 
the slave States to the Territories. 

Now had Congress exercised this power, not a slavo State 
•could ever have been formed after the adoption of tho Constitu- 
tion; and wo should never have hoard of that modern hot-bed of 
iniquity, iho domestic slave trade. 

Nay, Wv3 may safely conclude, that if this power had been 
wisely and faithfully used from the first, there would not now 
Ibe a slave in all our land. That Congress has this power is cvi- 
.dent. Else why so careful to insert in the Constitution tl\is ex- 
eraption from such legislation in favor ot the then oxistiuf^ States 
luiitilthe year 1808 ? 

And that this is is not a recent or forced construction, I cite 
as authority John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the Supremo 
Court of tho United States, appointed by Washington, Sept. 26th 
1789. Ho must be presumed to understand correctly thii 
clause of the Constitution, both from his eminent legal talent, 
and from the fact that he was a compatriot of those who formed 
tho Constitution, and must have known what they intended by 
it. He says: "I concur in the opinion that it (slavery) ought 
not to be introduced, nor permitted in amy of the veto States, 
and that it ought to be gradually diminished, and tinally abol- 
ished in all of them. To me the Constitutional authority of 
Congress to prohibit the migration or importation of Slaves into 
*ny of tho States, does not appear questi''>nable.'* Ho then 
<juote8 that section of the Constitution which I have already 
read, &nd adds: understand the sense and moaning of thii 
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clauso to be — that the power of Congress although competent to 
proliibit such migration «ind iinportntion, was not to be exercis- 
ed with respect to the then existing States (and tliom only) until 
the year 1808 ; but that Congress were At liberty to make such 
prohibition, as to any new States, which might, in the ?nean' 
time, be established; and furtlier, that from an<l after that jieriud 
[IS08,] ihey wore avth oris ed to make such }»rohibilion aa to 
all the States, whether new or old," 

It is "unquestionable," therefor^ according to the opinion of 
this first and highc^>t judicial ofilcor of the Unitrd States, thai 
the Constitution gives Congress f<uch power of proliihition. An J 
the truth of this opinion is confirmed by the fact that the im- 
portation ' of Slaves has been prohibited by the Congress. But 
this power in its application to the "migration" of slaves hn» 
n' vor been exorcised. Why '; Because of the persistency with 
which slavery has migrated from one State to another, and from 
the States to the territories, from the very bv^ginning of the re- 
public. That period of respite between 1789 and 1808, gavo 
it a foot-hold that it has never rermfpiislicd. The traflic in slaves 
belween the slave States was soon seen to be absolutely neces- 
sary to the conliniiaTiccof slavery aft(5r the importation of slaves 
was prohibited. Hence slaves were carried from State to State, 
and from States to Territories, not only up to the year 1808, but 
after that period. And the same has been continued to tho 
present time; and now this trafHc has become a source of such 
immense revenue to some of the States, that they not only <!on- 
tinue to set at naught this piovision of the Constitution, but 
oven go so far as to deny to Congress the authority to prohibit 
it; or to legislate upon the subject of slavery in any wise, except 
tor its protection and perpetuity. 

Again: The Constitution says, (Amendment 5th,) *^That no 
person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without duo 
process of law Yet this provision is constantly violated in th« 
case of fugitive Slaves, and in tlie case of an?/ person, white or 
Mack, however free, who may be claimed iisik slave. To dignify 
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iho proceedings under the fugitive slave bill by the phrase **duG 
process of law," is to insult the honesty of the frainers of tho 
Con8titution,and outrage the plain import of our mother tongue. 

80 in amcndniont Vth, the Constitution says, "In suits at com- 
mon law, where tho value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
• iollars, tho right of trial by jury shall bo preserved.'* 

Acoordini; to tliis, if a sinveholdcr — comes and demands of 
you t wenty .live dollars, he cannot recover it by suit at law, -\vith- 
ouMho in to won I ion of a jury. Bnt if he claims yo?/, yourse^f^ 
ns his slave, hy inay take you without any jury trial, according to 
tho pros<mt Congressional method of kidnapping. 

Jn these and all other points bearing at all upon the question 
of slaver}^ the just and sacred inculcations of our Constitution are 
«iiillod, perverted an<J made to yield to its arrogant claims; claims 
(hat become mor«i bold and insulting with every new concession 
to its lust. 

Between the. adoption ot the Constitution and tho year 1820, 
ihoxv. were ad-led to tho Union four new Slave States, formed 
from t^^rritory ceded to the United States, by Virginia, Korth 
(/aroJinn, South Carolina and Georgia. Those new States were 
KcnUKjky, Tenncvssce, Mississippi and Alabama. 

During the same period, tho vast Territory of Louisiana had 
boon ceded by France to tho United States. This Territory em- 
braced what is now known as the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Missouri and Iowa, and tho Indian Territory, Kansas, Nebraska 
and Minnesota. This immense area is nearly eighty thousand 
square miles larger than all that constituted the United States at 
die end of tho war in 1783. It equals 899,579 square miles, 
sufticient to make twenty-two States the size of Ohio. Spain 
had also ceded Florida to the Union; an area large enough to 
make two States the size of Indiana, or eiirlit States larircr than 
Massachuhetts. 

In both these territories there were already numerous Slaves : 
and from the former Louisiana had been admitted to tho Union 
as a slave Stat^-j. Thus had Slavery absorbed all the Southern 
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I'Tiitoiy formerly belonging to the slave States, and a large por- 
tion of that which had been recently acqxiircd by the general 
:XovcrnniGnt. 

And now Missouri, anotherportionof this same territory ceded 
by France, wishes to become a member of the Union; and the 
spirit of Slavery is determined it shall come in as a slave State. 
But the eyes of the people begin to open. The Free States hare 
some faint realization of the grasping and insatiable nature of sla- 
very, and they maka a stand against the admission of any moro 
slave States. The battle is long and fierce. 

In the Senate, Mr. Roberts from Pennsylvania introduces in- 
to the Bill for the admission of Missouri, an amendment prohibi- 
ting Slavery in the new States, which is rejected by a vot(i of 2V 
to 16. The bill is ])assed and sent to the House of Representa- 
tives, and there Mr. Taylor, from New York, introduces into it a 
similar rostriclion w-hicli is an'rced to, by amaioritv of 18. Thus 
amended the bill is returned to the Senate; but they again reject 
the prohibitory clause. Thus disagreeing, a committee of con- 
ference is appointed by the two Houses, of which committee, 
Henry Clay,the great father and patron of compromises with sla- 
very is a member. This committee report a compromise, even 
the far-famed "Missouri Com])romise." They reconuriend the 
two Houses to strike out of the bill the restriction on Missouri, 
and to insert a clause prohibiting Slavery in all territory north of 
36 ^ 30 mill., except within the proposed limits of Missouri. 
The same day that thi s Committee reported, the House acted 
upon their report. The prohibitory clause introduced in the bill 
by Mr. Taylor, and which was adopted by a majority of 1 8, is 
now stricken out by a vote of 90 to 87; and the recommended 
restriction upon all territory north of 36 ® 30 min., excepting 
Missouri, is carried by a vote of 134 to 42. The restriction was 
thus lost by the «ma)l majority of three. Every Representative 
present from the Slave States voted against it. They presented 
an unbroken front, just as they have always done when Slavery 
Wits to be propagated. Sixteen of tb-^ Representatives from the 
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Froo Slates niso vofcd agviinfit tlio resfricfion. Scvon j^onih«;Mii 
wore abfioiit; two from ihn Slavr*, and fivo from the I'rt c Urates* 
Had these h<^en prosont, the twoforincr would have V(»ted ag-ainst, 
and tho five ],'itt<^r for (lie restriction, which would hr.vc given a 
tic voto 02 to' 02. But if, when tlint vctto was t.-ikon, all iho 
rncnibers of the House had been in (heir seals, and those from 
tiio Free States hnd ])ern avS united and det^'riniu'^l as were thoso 
from tho Slave Slates, the vote would have ]»een lOS for retain- 
uvf the prohibitory clause of Mr. Taylor, and vO against it; and 
tlien the country would lia\'e been saved from (he further spreai I 
of 8l;ivery, as well as from the diso'i-aco ;ind n)(Ui.itieation of 
makinc^ a compromisG with a princij)Ie that denies sclf-evideiit 
truths, that tramples at will upon tho Constitution, and that 
never hesitates to repudiate its own mostsolemn eoiTip'ictS;Whon- 
ever they f^tand in tlie w;:y of its lust for power. If those frirnd.i 
of freedom hmi then and there done their dutv, Missouri, Arkan- 
sas and Florida, would have come into tho Ui.ion Free-States; 
and tho onuse of strife between the north and south would havo 
been setth^.l forever. Hut some of tlio>:^o fri(M]ds of freedom wero 
not true to their trust, they go over to the enemy, and by their 
aid slavery obtains the victory over fn^cdom, not only in respect 
to Missouri, but also in respect toother and vaster territory. — 
PVr she now claims that by virtue of this compromise all tho 
territory south of thirty-six deg. tlurty min . is hers to use for 
elavcry, — consequently Arkansas and Florida are converted into 
Slave States and luhlcd to tho Union. 

But not satisfied with this she enters Mexico, stirs up strife 
and war, wrests Texas from her, converts it into a Slave State, 
and there lets it remain, a lone star upon tho Gulf, until tho 
times arc (uWy ripe for another slice. She then proposes that 
Texas be adnutted into the Union, as a Slave State of course, 
and with the privilege of being cut up into live States, wheno?- 
«r the interests of slavery in tho management of the general 
government shall seem to render the increase of United State* 
Senators necessary. By tliis move sho well knew sho would 
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involvo the States in a >var with Mexico, and, on the principle 
that " might makes i-ight," she could take as much more terri- 
tory as {she pleased. The game was [slaved, the prize wiu won, 
nnJ filavcry pocketed the proceeds without so much as saying to 
the free States, *' by yuur leave /' 

Elated with the victory, she becomes more im))udent than 
ever, llavinu' succeed«xl m) well in brini^'iiii; into the Union 
Slave States, she is now inclined to try her skill in keeping out 
<'rec States. Accordiuixlv when California asks admission as a 
free State, slavery says, No, a largo portion of your territory 
lios south of DO dcg, 30 min., and therefore belongs to n^u by 
virtue of the Comj'romisc of 1820." But California and the 
f.cu States insist. Vy'hcrcu[«on slavery determines to lake ven- 
geance by demanding a law to comjtel the jtcople of the free 
States t ) run to and fro with *' alacriiv," and catch and return 
u!l fugiLive slaves; found rcMding among them, or fleeing across 
lli(^ir f^oil to Canada. This produees another Congressional war. 
Tiie Union is aVrain in awful dan;''er! and once more Mr. Clav 
is Kummonjd to the rescue, lie collects these repellent ele- 
ments, conipounds another Compronji.se, loa.ls his On)nibus,'' 
rnuuuLs Mr. Wcbstci on tli<' box, givL's hiuj the reins and whip,' 
ftnJ with Mr. Fillmore by liis side, to hold ujt the brak<\s, jiway 
he drives throuu'h both Houses of Coni-Tess. Would he liad 
Leon like that other Daniel, readv to beard liic lion in his dm 
ore he consented to aid and abet in so disgraceful and wicked n 
compromise with Slavery. J^ut the Union is naved ! ;ind Slavery 
has g.'iincd r. new and a most startling victory. Vox she has, by 
this one stroke, done more towanls debauching the public con- 
Koieuce, and preparing the way for introducing slavery even inti> 
the free States, than she has done by all her |>revious cffort8. 
For she hai3 now arrayed the intelligence, the humanity, and 
the religious conscience of the free Mates, against an set of 
Congress and against tlic courts of the I'nited States. In such 
a conflict the work of corruption is rapid and fearful in its conw- 
^uences. Soon after the passage of that bill, Low like a pcetilenc* 
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(lid the " lower law" doctrine sweep over the land, poisoning 
legislators, judges and preachers of the Gospel. The seeds of 
corruption then sown have already borne some bitter fruit; but 
the harvest, I fear, has not yet come. And such a harvest! 
How shall our liberties abide the day of its coining? 0 thou "sun 
of Righteousness," arise with healing in thy wings! Pour upon 
us such a flood of light and trutii and love, as shall work our 
(iutire deliverance from these threatened evils, by scorcliing and 
withering these plants of error as ftist as they spi'ing up. 

But we have not yet reached tlie end. Slavery's cup of in- 
iquity is not yet full . Having appropriated to herself all that 
territory lying south of 3G deg. 30 niin., at the time tlie com- 
promise of 1820, was made, she nov/ demands the repeal of that 
prohibition, that she may cross over and possess all she pleases 
Tiorth of that line. Her plighted f^iith is no better than a rope 
of sand; and v/liv sliould it be? Havino^ viitlilcssly traniplcd 
upon the Declaration of Independence, and tlie Constitution of 
the United Slates, \\ liy should slic liesitate to scoi-n .and repudi- 
ate the obligation imposed by lie r own specific conti-acts? In 
1 784 A'ir<ji:inia ceded lo the G:enoral L!:o\'ornmcnt all lier tcrritorv 
lyinu" north of the Ohio River, constituting' what is now Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Micliigan, Wisconsin and the northeastern part 
of Minnesota. In 1787 a lono- and verv minute Ordinance for 
1(10 government of this Territory ^yas passed by Congress, in 
v.'hich it is ordained, " that the following articles shall be con- 
sidei'cd as articles of compact between tlie original States and 
the people and States in said Territory, and /ore ye?- rem«m 
temble unless by common consent." The sixth of these articles 
of compact thus solemnly adopted declares that ^' there shall bo 
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said Territory, 
otherwise (ban in the punishment of crimes whereof tlie partv 
shall Iiave been duly convicted." In accordance with this com- 
pact, the States formed from tliat territory introduced the samo 
]>rohibitory clause in 'their constitutions. 

Now one would naturally suppose that this double barrier 



erected by the ordinance of 1'78'7, and by tlic constitutions of 
the States, would have settled the question forever. But not so- 
Slavery is not so easily quieted or dislieartened. Hence in 1823 
a bold and dashing attempt is made to introduce slavery into 
Indiana and Illinois, when the latter was but four, and the former 
but six years old. In Indiana, the attempt mot v»'ith a most 
siirnal defeat. But not so in Illinois. She was more immediate- 
ivin contact with the slave States, liavino- Kentucky on the south, 
from which had come many of the sctUcrs in her southern coun- 
tics; while on tlie west she had that most unscrupulous of all the 
slave StateSjMissoun. Thus situated, the effort to introduce sla- 
very into Illinois was much more violent and jiersistcnt than iu 
ladiana. It was to bo accomplished by calling a convention to 
alter the constitution by expunging therefrom the restricti^•e 
clause which declared there should be, " neilher slavery nor in- 
voluntarily servitude.'' Those members of the legislature, 
who were in favor of calling such a convention, declared 
that, " the session should never close until the question had 
succeeded; that they would sit there the whole summer rather 
than be defeated." In this throat we see the spirit of slavery 
full grown in the hearts of these free state legislators. The ques- 
tion of callino* such a convention is put and lost bv two votes. — 
A few days aftci',anotlier trial is m;ido and lost by only one vote. 
Not to be defeated by this repealed expression of the majority, 
the friends of the measure have recourse to un expedient that 
should forever render llu'ir names a by-word and a hissing amoug 
honest men, an ox))edi<Mit which nothing but slavery could have 
f>uggested or ado]-)ted. I'^iiuling that they had lost the measure 
hv one vote onlv, thev deiei'mined to o-a'm that vote in this wise. 
The seat of Mr. Hansen, a member uf tlio House from l^iko 
county, had been contcHied in 1 lie early part of the sessioii, by 
Mr. Shaw from the same county. But on a full investigation of 
the matt-r, it was decided iu favor of Mr. Hansen. But Mr, 
Hanson voted against the convenu.iii ; while it v^as understood 
thai Mr. Siiav/ was in favor of ii. Consequently, after occupy- 
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ing the sejft ten weeks, Mr. Hanson is removed; Mr. Shaw takes 
his placc^ and the measure is carried. Such were the means 
used to force slavery upon Illinois in 1823. And although the 
attempt was not successful, it shows how congenial is the soil of 
fiome portions of that State to the production of those who are 
ready to lead a crusade against the most sacred compacts. No 
wonder therefore, tliat at a liter period slavery looks to lllinoi 
for a champion to lead her hosts against the compromise of 
1820, which pjrohibited slavery in all territory north of 36 deg. 
30 min. Havinix made her arran^-emcnts she fio-hts and con- 
quers. The restriction is removed. Territory enough for a 
score of slates is thrown open, and the question of slavery or 
freedom is left to be decided at tlie ballot-box by the actual set- 
tiers. In this there is at least a chance of success left to the 
friends of freedom. 'J'liev liasucn bv thousands to take up their 
abode in this new territory, tliat tliey may help miike it free. — 
Ikit this is an offence which slavery cannot forL»'ive, and which 
can be atoned for only by tar, feathers, rails, Lruises and blood, 
yier minions are collocted from every pot-house and brothel on 
western Missouri, and full of rum, rage and riot, they pass into 
Kansas, ehict themselves members of the Territorial Legislature, 
(organize the same, adopt the slave code of Missouri, appoint of- 
ficers for six years to come, m ike it. a capital ollence to speak, 
publish, or circulate anything against slavery, or adapted to in- 
cite slaves to leave their dear masters, compel their sn])ple too^ 
at Washington to riim ive ll'.)eder because he will not acknowl- 
edge them to be tlie Legislature of ICansas, or sign any bills they 
pa.ss; drink an extra quart and swear an extra oath in the ex- 
cess of their joy that the second Governor is a man after their 
own hearts; then return home, fully convinced, that they ar« 
the people, and that all wisdom, virtue and patriotism will die 
V ith them. 

From this political development of Slavery on the borders of 
Kimsas and Missouri turn to its judicial manifestations, as seen 
in the court of Judge Kane, and the prison of his innocent vie- 



liuf, Passiiiui'C Willicinisoii, iir P]iii;.i(.lo]}>liia, and tell mc, if the' 
unjust judge " is not ten fold more the enemy of all righteous- 
ness and freedom, than the drunken hordes of Missouri. If the 
courts of tlio United States are thus irresponsible, if they may 
thus throw iiuiocent citizens into ])]'ison, untried and uncondcmu- 
(dby any of the proper forms of law; and if the State Cotuts 
:n'o to Low to swell n'cts of oppi'ession and tyronny, pray, Avhat 
lias become of our boasted liberties? Yet ah this, and maclv 
more, will soon become matter of frequent occurrence, if slavery 
continues hei' demands in the same ratio of violeiice and wrong 
wilnossed during the past few years. 

if we turn now from these aspects of the subject to the cliurcli 
of Ghrist'.'and to literature, we find there the same manifestations' 

ft ' 

of \ iolcncc and aggi-ession. There v/as a time' when southern 
christians and statesmeii were most severe and just in their de- 
nuiiciaiions of shivery. Then it was man-stealing, a fearful sin, 
an outrage against humanity and religion . But alas ! such is 
no longer their estimate of slavery. They no longer use such 
language themselves, nor will they suffer others to use it. They 
liavc nothing but violence and repulsion for the living, and ex- 
purgation or exclusion for the dead, why vcntui-e to testify 
against their heaven-daring system of cruelty, oppression and 
immorality. Hence slavery sunders religious denominations; 
silences/ mobs and expels preachers of the gospel; pei'verts the 
holy teachings of the word of God; places a censor u])on the 
Post OlFice and the press, and refuses to hear the truth either 
from the pen, or from types, or from human lips. It thus 
shows itself to be the great enemy of trutli and righteousness, 
of morals and religion, of political and religious freedom. It 
defies Heaven and earth, for it "fears not God, nor regards man." 

Such is the spirit of slavery as given by its fruits. It is evil, 
and only evil^ continually and increasingly. It denies the plain- 
O'^t and most self-evident trutlis. It disregaitis the provisions of 
^'le <,'on3titution. It violates its own most solemn compacts, 
h l-'tyy violent hands upon Ih',' most sa<Tcd rights and |)rivileges 
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of free men. It .srnirns all reliscious restraints. It mocks at tho 
fainily constitution, and sets at nanglit the plainest principles of 
virtue and jnoralilv. It scorns all j'cstraint, and disdains all ob- 
lig.'ition. 

Now from tliesc facts relaling to slavery., wo may gnin " un- 
derstand iiifi.' of the limes." Tliev sltow ns the most bold and 
daring enemy ol oui- rei)ublican ins! itniions I And in view of 
these facts, whtxi oi/ohi we io do? 11 ow onglit. ws to treat si/cA 
an enemy of all good? Shall ^ve bow our m.-cks and become its 
victims? Shall we meet it with, bows and smiles, and patting it 
ou the back, endeavor to coax it into an assumption of some- 
tliing like a decent exteiaial deportment? Shall we draw lines 
U])on the face of our fair mother earth, and proinisc that if it 
will withdraw across those lines, we will let it alone, that we will 
sufFoi' it then and there to continue its woi'k of deep damnation 
upon tlie millions already within its grasp, and upon generations 
of their descen(.la.nts yet unborn ? Shall this^ or anything like 
this, bo the manner in which we moot tins ibe of God and man 
of virlue and freedom, of peace and happiness? No! never! 
We have tried all this, with no other effect than to increase the 
evil. Could I, therefore, compi'ess the wu'ongs and righteous 
indignation oi' thi'ce tim(\s thi'co ndllion voices in one. I would 
ansv/er, J^n'o! No! NKVER! I would have no such tampering 
with this vilest of the pi'Ogeny of sin. It has proved itself des- 
titute of truth and honor, and demonstrated the folly of longer 
showing it either fear or fivor. Hence in rny soul I would de- 
cree it an outlaw. Such a decree would be most righteous. 
It would be constiiution;d according to the fundamental princi- 
ples of liuman nature, and the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
Heaven. Such a decree of outlawry I would write upon every 
fd)re of my intellectual, moral and physical being, that I might 
never lose sight of it. Not a State — not an inch of ground com- 
pdsing this goodly land, shouhl furnish it a resting place, for a 
moment. In respect to turpitude, I would place it far above 
every other form of vsin known to man: and T would never con- 
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sent to let it alone, until it was dead and buried bcvond th<3 
])0.ssibi!ity of resurrection. There is no more rc?isoii why wo 
should hesitate to \vno;e sueh a war of extermination no-ainst 
slavery, anvwliei'o and eveiy wliere, tluiii nq'niiisi bigamy, I'obbery, 
or murder. Indeed, slavery is worse th;m tlie tliroe; for it in- 
cludes tlieni .'dl, and many other forms of sin besides. It is tho 
v/orst manifestation of sin that our mei-eiful Creator lias poiariit- 
ted in this world. It is a moral lepi'osy, porpeliially spreading", 
corrupting, destroying, l^ei it tlien ho banished from tho liabi- 
tations of all men, belbi'o. om* whole nation becomes remedilessly 
corrupt. This will sljn-ery accomplish, if let alone. Foi' it., is a 
wilful destroyer. All sin and wickedness tends to propagate it- 
self by its native contagion, liut Slavery propagates itself, not 
only as a matter of coni'se, but still niore as .a iiiatt:er of choice 
and calculation. It taKies a fiendish pleasure iii extending its 
principles and practices. Itdeligh.ts in j)oisoi]ing oiliers. And 
it not only wi'ongs and coi'rupl.s the ])reseiit gen.eration, but 
generations to come. Its guilt lias an unparalleled atrocity. It 
poisons the f(.)untMin, that all wlio di-ink of the stream may die. 
It is not tlierefoi'C an evil that can be choked down and destro}-ed 
by a " maslcily inactivitv," or a- "severe letting alone." This 
then is no time for suj)ineness. The work to bo done I'equii'cs 
courage, energy, determination, and an unceasing activity. Bet- 
ter wake up the instruments of war, or scatter the seeds of pes- 
tilence, or invoke tlic wasting famine, than to corrupt our people 
by suffering their wliole moial being to be permeated by tlie 
virus of slavery, in consequence of our lack of service. Yea, 
"war may stride over the land with the ciaidiing step of a giant; 
pestilence may steal over it like an invisible curse, rc;ichingits 
victims silently and unseen, unpeopling here a village and there 
city, until every dwelling is a sepulchre; famine may brood 
over it wdth a long and weary visitation, until the sky itself is 
brazen, and the beautiful greenness gives place to a parched dcs- 
<^i't, a wide waste of unproductive desolation; but these arc only 
physical evils. Th© wild flower will bloom in peaoo op the UsM 
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of battle, and above the cnisliod skeleton; tbc destrovinc; aiio'cl- 
of pestilence will retire when his errand is done, and the nation 
will again breathe freely ; and, the barrenness, of tamine will 
cease at last, the clond will be prodigal of its hoarded rain, and 
the wilderness will blossom. ' But for moj-al desolation, such as 
slavery produces there is no reviving spring, no antidote, no hojic. 
It leaves nothing but a fearful looking for of that judgment and 
*'iiery indignation, whicli never fail to come on a people corrupted 
and rotten." Yet this is the destiny for which slavery is fast 
preparing us. If let alone and suftercd to accomplish its objects, 
it will assuredly destroy our country, and spread a pall over tlio 
liopesof the world. At its pi'csent rate of success, l\o\y long- 
will it have to work before the moral and republican prin,ciplcs 
of our country will be abandoned? before our Representatives 
will bow in obsequiousness to individual dichition? before im- 
pudence, intrigue and corruption vvill triuniph over intellect, 
honesty^ and virtue? before our liberties and our strength \yil! 
depart forever ? But when these blessings are duis lost there 
can be no resuscitation. The abomination of desolation will then 
bo fixed and perpetual. The mighty fabric of our glory will 
be in ruins; our sun will have gone down forever. 

What then shall we do to avert this doom ! Destroy Sla- 
very. We must do this, or it will destroy us and our country. 
Wo must gird ourselves to the battle. Wo must put on the 
whole armor, take to ourselves every weapon otTcnsivc and de- 
fensive;, use all the means and influences God has placed at our 
disposal for the rightful performance of this duty, and then go 
to the work calmly but resolutely, determined never to yield the 
contest until the victory is won for ourselves, for our children, 
and for all future generations. 

Btrt as a perquisite to such an effort, we must produce a cor- 
rect public conscience on this subject. We must break through 
the political and commercial incrustations, within which multi- 
tudes secrete themselves, and pour in upon them the pure and 
purifying light of Heayen, We must hold them in contactwith 
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•llio Bible, iinlil ihoy sliiill learn iVoni k to hiilo opprosi^ion. i,n 
love mercy, to do justly, to love all men, to do unto others as 
thev would have others do unto them ; until they sliaH learn 
that politica.l and commercial sins are no less heinous, than do- 
mestic or ecclesiastical sms; until th(.'y shall learn that the law 
of God reaches men in all places and in all employments, requir- 
ing their conformity to what is benevolent and right. When 
■the public conscience can thus be made to yield only to what is 
right, instead of to "vvhat is convenient or solHsh, dien party 
prejudices^ jni'ty names, and all dcmagogueism wdll lose their 
power; and tho honest, liberty loving ciiizen, will vote for men 
of honesty, men of correct habits and principles, men of firmness, 
men Avho ^vill be neither i'righlened, coaxed, nor lured to sacri- 
fice one jot or tittle of the I'ight. With such men for law ma- 
kers and ridersj elected and sustained by a just public sentiment, 
the destruction of slavery would be sure and swift. 

The process Avould be lliis : ISo more Slave States. 'No 
more migration of slaves fi'om one State to ariother. Abolish- 
ment of slavery in the District of Cohunbia. Repeal of the fu- 
gitive slave bill. Sustain the colored citizen in his constitutional 
rights in tho Shtvc States. Stimulate and encourage free labor, 
both coloi'ed and white, in the cultivation of cotton, rice, sugar, 
and other southern products now confined to slave labor. In 
this way "slave property" would bo i-endered so unproductive 
that in a very few yeai-s every slaveholder would be glad to got 
rid of his slaves, and employ free laborers. 

Now these are not wild and fanatical remedies. On the con- 
trary they accord with the Constitution of the United States, 
with the claims of lunnanitv, and with tho tcachino's of chris- 
tiauity. They are therefore right; and being right, they arc 
what we ought to do, in order to free our country from tho 
curse of Slavery. 

For arc these remedies impracticable. They may he difficult ; 
they may require time; yet they are in the power of the people 
of the free States. These sure and most speedy remedies we can 



ap(jly 'by discarding all our diffvjrences on otlier and lesser mat- 
ters, and unitino' on the hvom and holv basis of luimanitv and 
rig])t. Shall wo do it? .If we say nay, sliall wc not bo found 
guilny; and v/ill not our bi'Otliei-'s blood be roquii-ed of us? 

.Nor let nnv object to those remedies becau?e of th^^ time and 
]dacc of their enunciation. I {idmit, that if wo tlirow theso 
statrvments into our crucible, and analyze (Jiem, we sliall Hud tliat 
the elements are mostly and siMudfically, political; yet they are 
all p-encricallv moral and I'divious. As t]ie e\il is one that af- 
i'ects all these manifold intcM'csts ff our peuDle, so must the renie- 
dies |);n'lake oi" a like cum pi". x iin !urc. We cannot so analyze 
and separate our strictiv po!il,ic;d and sli'ictly relig!(.)us duties as 
10 fc<d, tl'at Nvhile at the ballot b(.)X, or ia tlie Senrite chamber, 
^v<2 may acton u diflci-e/it moral and ndigious principle from that 
which should c./.;tr()l our strictly relio'ious duties. To do rio-ht — 
to oppose and prrcvent (^vil, lo ]'a'omo(,e truth and rigliteousncss, 
should be the underlying- and controlling principle in all we do. 
i\nd since, as fVce men, as republicans, we arc directly respon- 
sible for our I'ulers and their measures, we can of course atleci, 
cDutrol and rectify these only by the use of political means, em- 
i)loved accoitlino- to the demands of conscience, cnlnrhtened bv 
truth, and guided by right. Thus viewed, the question of sla- 
very l>elongs to the pulpit as truly as any duty enjoined in the 
decalogue . jSbiy, moi-e ! There is no subject and no place 
wherein men may sin that does not belong to the pnlj)it. Is the 
mere fact tliat a government undertakes to legislate upon a sub- 
ject, or that |)olitical parties take sides upon it, sufficient to ex- 
elude such sidject from thu pulpit? If so, tlien should any of 
our Stat.es and piolitieal ])arties undertake to legislate away our 
Sabbaths, our chui-ches and our Bibles, it w^ould be a political 
subject, and the pulpit must not touch it! J3ut the truth is, if 
men can sin politically, then it is the duty of the preacher of all 
righteousness to reprove them for their political sins. If iwen 
may err from the truth through prejudice or ignorance of the 
.principles that should control their political action, then should 



!ho proaclicr instruct tlicm in those principles, and their applica- 
tions to political duties. For the law of trulli must be in the 
})reac!icr\s iTiniii h ; no iiiiqiiity must be found in his li|)s; lie 
iniist \v;iJk in pe.'ic;' and cqnity, and ex(?.rt himself to the utmost 
In lui'ii n"!('n a\v;!\- from nJl iniquil}'. His lii^s mu.st keep divine 
kiiow'lcdp;', so tlu-it tlic ]'.eo!>]e may seek liic law at his mouthy 
But in. comnuinicatino; ihi:i law of trulh, ho must do it cloarlv, 
faithful]}', I'nIIv . lie must mad^c no cum[)romise with liis owii 
fears, nor with the horce demands of })o}iiicaI strifes and pi'cjudi- 
ccs. lie is tlie messenger of God to men; and as such he must 
do his duty iwA his -wliolc duty. V/h.at tlio law requires ho 
nuist lUter, wliethcr men will hoar, or whether tliey will forbear. 
He must not siUfcr the trumpet to give an nneertaiii f^ound, so- 
that political sinners, whetlicr in low or high pL-ices, may escape, 
lie must <:]-val(!ud and s})aro not. If need he, he must imitate 
ilio p]"ophot of the Lord, as lie poinfs'his finger at tlic king upon 
diC tiirone. savini^:, ''thou art the man/' The vei'v nature of the 
evii befoi'o ns docs therefore exhil>it the appro[)i'iateness of our 
theme to the ends for wdncli the day is set apart. Besides, if 
deliverance from threatened and thi'catenino- evils be a fit sub- 
jcct for thanksgiving on an occasion like this, then is tin's also a 
fit occasion to contemplate those evil% to note tlioir bearings, 
their causes and their cures; and having discovered these, to 
show the reality of our thankfulness by formino,- suitable resolu- 
tions for tlie immediate and future a!>plication of these remedies 
to the evils. Should such resolutions find birtli in our hearts 
to-day, then shall the efl'ects of our discussion, as -well as its 
subject matter, prove its perfcct adaptation to a day of thaid^sgiv- 
ino'. 

But witli tliese views, fellow citizens, I ani liapjn' in believing 
you heartily accord. No apoloofy is therefore needed for intro- 
ducing sr.ch a subject on such a day. The track of thought 
over Avhich we have gone, is adapted to refresh our understand- 
ing of the times, and to teach us wdiat wo ought to do. A few 
<^f the.sc teachings have been Bpecified, and their acceptance and 
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apijlication urgud. But v/liilc wo devote ourselves to tlio cin« 
ployment of these liuman iastruniciitalitios, ]ct us not fail to us6 
also, that Almighty agency, ^vhiclv,^ve may sex:ure by prayer and 
faith, always bearing ill mind, tlui^vv'c faithfully and pcrscveriDg^ 
]y do what we can in the employment of our political, moral and 
religions influences, we may conlidonlJy ex]")ect the divine bless- 
ing and co-opei-ation ; and thus the phig'iie v.dll be stayed, and 
the work of healing will prog i-e'ss ; and therein we shall find an^' 
other cause of thankfulness as" Future yQ.ni'Z bring this appointed 
day. 



